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Johnston’s 250th Anniversary Recap
Well, 2009 is coming to a close, and with it, Johnston's 250th
Anniversary Year.

November 2009

First place, with 165 points went to "Team 41," consisting of
Chris O'Neill, Leah Labrecque O'Neill, and Joanne O'Neill
Kane. Their prize was $60 worth of gift cards from Barnes and
Noble. Billy and Jeremy Mackey and Ariana Buckley formed
"Team Mud," and took second place with 136 points. Third
place, with 131 points, went to "Team Showcase," which
included Joe Silva, Alex Louden, Sarah Croft, Jen Brousseau,
and Rosemarie Silva.

The Town of Johnston came into being on March 15, 1759.
Freemen in what was then the western end of Providence were
tired of always having to travel many miles to take part in the
political process, so they petitioned the State General Assembly
to create their own town. The newly formed town was named
for Augustus Johnston, the Attorney-General at the time.
We kicked off our commemoration of this momentous event
with a party at the Johnston Senior Center on March 15th. For
details about that affair, please see our last newsletter.
On August 9 we held our first annual Great Johnston Scavenger
Hunt with very satisfactory results. Eight teams with a total of
thirty participants showed up with cell phones and digital
cameras in hand, ready to scour the town for about 100 objects
ranging from simple items like an American flag or a Johnston
fire truck, to more difficult things like the ceramic ID tag of
Rhode Island bridge #326, a time capsule marker, and even
Johnston mayor Joseph Polisena.

Second place winners "Team Mud." Photo by Beth Hurd.

Everyone had a lot of fun and several people begged us to do it
again next year. While we hadn't planned on it being an annual
event, we know a good thing when we see it. So we're working
on ways to bring it back and still keep it fresh and challenging.

Louis McGowan reviews photos taken by "Team 41." Photo by Beth Hurd.

Our final 250th event was a Tour of Historic Sites on
September 12. Twelve sites were open that day, including the
Elijah Angell House, the Graniteville Baptist Church, the
Belknap School, Belknap Chapel, Matthewson Farm,
Clemence-Irons House, the Governor Samuel Ward King
Cemetery, Dame Farm, and a couple of private homes owned
by society members.

Teams had four hours to collect as many digital photos of the
list items as possible. When they returned to the staging area at
JHS headquarters, society members reviewed the captured
images and totaled up the points.

The weather that day was not the best and attendance was
modest, but all of the homeowners involved were enthusiastic
about the event and expressed an interest in doing it again next
year.
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starting to build a small textile manufacturing empire when he
hired two English workers named McIver and Murgatroydt to
make Bradford Soap for him at a "soap works" on Valley Street
in Providence. About 1893 they had outgrown this shop and
moved to Johnston. Some city directories for these years list
Bradford Soap Works as Centerdale (which is in North
Providence), while others list the address as George Waterman
Road, Johnston. It is assumed that the "works" was on George
Waterman Road near Bradford Street but that the company
sometimes used a Centerdale address because it was the closest
post office. This was a common practice. About 1916, the
company moved to Blackstone Street in Providence (this move
made things confusing since the Johnston directories were still
listing them at George Waterman Road as late as 1924; could
they have been running two works?) In 1931, they moved to a
recently bankrupt Valley Queen Mill in West Warwick, where
they are still very much in the business of making industrial
soaps.

Contractor Warren Lanpher (right) shows Danny Brown some of the work he's
completed at Belknap School, one of the stops on the Tour of Historic Sites.
Photo by Beth Hurd.

Thanks go out to everyone who helped make our 250th events
a success. To view more photos of the above events, please
visit picasaweb.google.com/johnstonhistorical.

But, back to our original time period. Here enters soap
company #2. In the 1890s Theodore Hughes, who had inherited
his father's Hughesdale Chemical Company, started making
textile soap. His operation at Hughesdale soon "merged" with
another company called Bradford Soap. Now there were two
Bradford Soap Works in Johnston competing for the same
customers. The first company (on George Waterman Road)
could not tolerate this situation and at least by 1912 had
officially changed its name to "The Original Bradford Soap
Works." This is what the company goes by still, seventy-five
years later. Though several town directories indicate Theodore
Hughes' soap works was still in business as late as 1917, a
major fire destroyed the Hughesdale factory in 1914. This
signaled the end of the village of Hughesdale as a vital
industrial hub and of Theodore Hughes' manufacturing
ventures (including Bradford Soap) in Johnston.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Johnston and the 1930 World Soccer Cup
by Louis McGowan

A couple of young visitors pull on the bell rope at Belknap School. Photo by
Beth Hurd.

The FIFA World Cup, the world championship for
international football (soccer) teams, and the world’s largest
sporting event, was first played in Uruguay in 1930, from July
13 to July 30. Uruguay was chosen because it was celebrating
its 100th anniversary as an independent nation. Nine teams
from the Americas and four from Europe participated in the
competition. There were so few teams from Europe because of
the cost of travel and the time involved.

Johnston, Rhode Island: 1759-2009
Copies of our 250th Anniversary booklet are still available for
a $15 donation. Email info@johnstonhistorical.org or call (401)
231-3380 to order a copy.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Bradford Soap Company
by Louis McGowan

The United States was represented by a team of sixteen players.
Remarkably, two of the players were from Johnston! One of
them was Andrew Auld, who played for the Providence Gold
Bugs. The other was the captain of the team, Tommy Florie,
who lived in Hughesdale and played for the New Bedford
Whalers.

Bradford Soap is a kind of soap named for the town of
Bradford, England, where, apparently, its recipe was perfected.
It is a commercial type of soap, used to clean the natural oils
found in cloth. Unlike some soaps made by rending animal fats,
Bradford Soap is derived from vegetable oils such as coconut
oil, and, hence, it produces much less offensive odors.

The U.S. squad, to reach Uruguay, spent eighteen days at sea
aboard the S.S. Munargo. They reached their destination on
July 1, 1930 and trained from then until their opening match on
July 13, the first day of competition. In just the second match

Two companies, both in Johnston at one and the same time,
were named after Bradford Soap. In 1876, Charles Fletcher was
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Some fellows named Venner and one named Chapel from
Hughesdale became involved in a fight with Thornton men in
Brandreth's old saloon. Chapel sank his teeth in the leg of one
of his adversaries, and a friend of the latter tried to knock
Chapel out with a club. Billy Venner knocked the man with the
club off his pins and then he and Chapel were set upon by the
whole crowd. A man named Kenney was reported to have
taken a knife away from Chapel in the melee.

of the tournament, the U.S. beat Belgium 3-0, recording the
first shutout in World Cup history. Captain Tommy Florio,
representing our town, scored a goal in that game, which was
played at Central Park Stadium in Montevideo.
The U.S. won its next match, again by a shutout, 3-0 over
Paraguay. Playing next in the semi-finals on July 26, they lost,
alas, to a superior team from Argentina 6-1. Our other Johnston
man on the team, midfielder Andrew Auld, set up James Brown
for our only score.

The Venners and Chapel were routed and they fled to a saloon
on the opposite side of the street. Billy Venner got into the
place of refuge, but the door was closed on Nick. He burst a
window in the door trying to get into the other saloon and the
broken glass cut an old Italian named Testi so badly that Dr.
Shaw had to sew his wounds. Nick Venner was dragged by the
heels down the steps of the saloon entrance and the mob
literally swept the street with him. Superintendent Sills of the
British Hosiery Co. called policemen Kimball and Williams
from the voting place where the ballots were being counted and
the sending for the police put a stop to the fight.

Our national team did well, though, with its best finish ever in a
World Cup. They were slated to play semifinal loser
Yugoslavia for third place, but the European team refused to
play. The U.S. team, thus, was awarded third place.
Of course, our Johnston boys did us proud. To have two
players on a national team from a little town in Rhode Island
was quite an achievement, indeed. Having both of them
figuring in the team’s scoring was frosting on the cake!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

An Early Advocate of a Town Historical Society

Calef Family Reunion
On Saturday, July 11, 2009 Louis and Bel McGowan attended
a luncheon in Glocester, which was part of a Calef family
reunion. Stephen Lawrence organized the reunion, which
gathered in Rhode Island to socialize and visit some sites
associated with their ancestor, George C. Calef, a native of
Vermont. Calef later became a prominent Johnston
businessman and education advocate in the town. George C.
Calef School in Manton was named for Mr. Calef, who in his
time was known as the Father of Johnston High School.
Johnston’s high school, its first, was started in Olneyville and
occupied rented quarters until a high school building was
constructed in 1892 on Killingly Street in what was then
Johnston. Calef labored tirelessly to improve education in the
town and went so far as to have young teachers live in his
home if they did not have housing.

Beth Hurd found the following undated Providence Journal at
the Mohr Library and transcribed it for us:
Colwell Advocates Organizing Historical Society in the
Town Johnston office
Advocating that an historical society be established in
Johnston, Raymond C. Colwell, Johnston school teacher,
town moderator and former State bacteriologist, said last
night that all the data he has collected concerning the
history of Johnston and all the books he has on the subject
would be made available to such an organization. He said
that the history of Johnston should be recorded in a more
complete and efficient manner than it is now, and that it
should be taught to the coming generations here.
Very few people realize, he said, that on the Colwell estate
is probably the oldest Indian cemetery in this country. It is
situated on Borden avenue about 100 feet south of
Hartford avenue. It contains many headstones with
inscriptions and is definitely bounded by stone walls, all
graves facing west.

As part of the reunion, the family visited George’s gravesite in
Providence and was then given a tour of Calef School by
historical society member, Alan Iemma, who worked at the
school for many years. After arriving at Chester’s Restaurant
for lunch, Louis presented a brief slide show on what Johnston
was like during the last quarter of the nineteenth century, the
time period when Mr. Calef and his family resided in town.

"'Not so long ago," said Mr. Colwell, "the great swamp
fight of 1675, the last Indian battle in Rhode Island, came
pretty nearly being repeated when a construction company
carried away part of the stone wall surrounding the Indian
graveyard."

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
From The Providence Journal, June 3, 1896:
Free Fight at Thornton
The village of Thornton was enlivened Monday evening, after
the polls were closed, by a free fight, which originated in one
of the saloons on the main street, between Thornton and
Hughesdale factions. Before it was over the villagers had been
treated to a running fight in the main street, and for a time it
looked as though there would be murder done.

"Chief Rainbow, a great sachem of the Wampanoag Tribe,
came to me and said if I did not stop the contractor from
encroaching on the old burial ground, he would do so
himself with a shotgun. Of course, I explained the matter
to the contractor and he stopped his digging."
Mr. Colwell has a rare collection of books of historical
importance concerning Johnston and the State. They
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include a census of the town showing 2114 inhabitants in
1820. The book is the original report of John Alverson, Jr.,
assistant to the marshal of the district of Rhode Island, and
many copies of school books and texts, some of them
handwritten, dated from 1819 to 1872.

preferably tall, narrow ones. Let us know if you can help us
out, either by donation or by sale.

Some of these works were contributed by his father,
William Colwell, and a bible, the property of his
grandfather, contains many notes of interest.

On November 22, 2009 eight historical society members
participated in a clean-up of the grounds at our museum
property. Our thanks go out to: Mike and Liz Burch; Joe
Jamroz; Elise Carlson and her two sons, Eric and Ken; and Bel
and Louis McGowan. It was a pretty fall day and we got a lot
done.

Louis has been working on an updated inventory of our
holdings in the Elijah Angell House.

Beth also did a little bit of research to find out more about
Raymond C. Colwell and she found two men by that name in
the Rhode Island Historical Cemeteries Database. She believes
the one buried in Cranston Historical Cemetery #2, with birth
and death dates of 1891-1967, may be the one mentioned in the
article. Beth found him listed as an "enumerator" for the 1920
Federal Census, and in a 1966 Brown alumni magazine she
found this note: "Raymond C. Colwell, class of 1913, has been
transferred from the Veterans Administration Hospital to the
Rhode Island Veterans Home in Bristol."

Our museum and Elijah Angell House continue to be open by
appointment, and we always welcome visits by interested
individuals or groups. Just shoot us an email at
info@johnstonhistorical.org, or leave a message at (401) 2313380 to set one up.
Our museum space is also available (on a limited basis) for
meetings of small groups of adults at a reasonable price. If you
know of a local group or organization that is looking for a
meeting space, and might be interested in using our museum,
please have them contact us.

Mr. Colwell's collection of Johnston historical material was
unfortunately dispersed upon his death and to the best of our
knowledge none of it ever made its way to the present
historical society, established in 1976.

Cemeteries
After a very cold and snowy winter the Cemetery Committee
got back to work in the spring. During six weekends in the
months of April and May, Pat Macari, Joe Jamroz, and Steve
Merolla worked on Cemetery #29, located at the corner of
Scituate Avenue and Old Pocasset Road, just a stone's
throw from the landfill. We repaired three broken stones,
including that of George Fenner, who was killed in the battle of
Spotsylvania during the Civil War. This beautiful stone was in
several pieces and had been stored at Society Headquarters for
many years. A total of seven toppled and repaired stones were
re-mortared into their bases. A special thanks to East Coast
Masonry who cut square the bottom half of a large broken
stone in order to facilitate replacing in its base. This cemetery
has been adopted by the family of Raymond Lovell, who took
on the cleanup of the site as part of an Eagle Scout project in
2007.

The cemetery referred to by Colwell still exists. It's the DailyCaeser Lot located just off Borden Avenue near Hartford
Avenue. That it is the oldest Indian cemetery in the country,
however, has absolutely no basis in fact.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Society Doings
Our Properties
It was reported at the September meeting that members
finished painting the front of the Elijah Angel House, and that
the back was scraped and sanded by a young man from the
neighborhood who needed to do community service.
Work on the Belknap School interior restoration is progressing
nicely. Since our last report, our contractor, Warren Lanpher,
has painted the walls, completed the wainscoting in the main
room, installed ceiling lights, hung a door on the bathroom,
finished the floor in the attached ell, and installed central
heating.

Over two weekends in June, Steve, Joe, and Pat had to remove
and re-mortar six stones in Cemetery #79, located near our
Headquarters and site of the remains of the Angell family. We
found that the mortar mix we had been using as per suggestion
of some articles from gravestone restoration journals was much
too weak to safely secure the stones. We are now using a
standard mortar mix with excellent results.

On July 25, 2009 the Graniteville Baptist Church held a yard
sale on the grounds of the Elijah Angell House. The historical
society had a table, manned by Dan Brown and Louis
McGowan, and we pulled in $18.75 for the day. Not a huge
total, but every little bit helps. Thanks to Ralph and Laurel
Scorpio, who donated an additional $25 to our group.

In the past the Committee had always taken a break from work
during the summer, but we decided to work through the hot
months in order to tackle Cemetery #21, the Governor Samuel
W. King/ Borden Cemetery at the corner of Winfield Road and
Hartford Avenue. Pat, Joe, and Steve spent most of July and
August cleaning and clearing this huge burial ground. During
late September, October, and into November Pat, Steve, and
later Anthony Ricci (who had been very busy with Mabel
Sprague's property) began the actual work of stone repair. Six
stones were drilled and epoxied back together and a total of

We have cleaned out a good-sized space upstairs in the barn to
be used for additional exhibition space. We have four glass
door cabinets that we will fill with artifacts from our
collections. We will be displaying pieces from the Mabel
Sprague Collection and from the George Montagno World War
II Collection. We are in need of additional display cabinets,
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nominating committee. The election was then held at the
October general meeting, with the following results:

twelve stones were reset in their bases. All this work has really
changed the look of this newer section of the lot. Formerly,
looking from the road, this section looked practically empty
except for the Governor's monument because most of the
stones were down. We will be working on the older section of
the cemetery up until the winter. All are welcome to join us and
lend a hand.

President: Louis McGowan
Vice-President: Dan Brown
Treasurer: Joe Jamroz
Recording Secretary: Evelyn Beaumier
Corresponding Secretary: Christopher Martin
Trustee: Bel McGowan
Trustee: Rolf Johnson
Trustee: John Barattini
Trustee: Kit Rhodes
College Students Use Our Collections
Four students from Regis College outside Boston,
Massachusetts visited our museum on November 12th and
19th. They are taking a history class with Professor Ralph
Florio, a member of our society and a teacher at Regis. The
purpose of their visit was to work with the George Montagno
Collection that was recently donated to our organization. Mr.
Montagno was a life-long resident of Johnston and ran a
service station in Manton for many years. We have scrapbooks
containing a complete record of his World War II experience as
well as all the letters that he wrote to his future wife over the
course of four years. The students spent the two evenings
scanning letters from the collection.

Pat, Steve, and Anthony in early November, re-erecting a stone in the King
Cemetery. Photo by Beth Hurd.

In addition to the restoration work performed by the cemetery
committee, Cemetery #21 has also been adopted by the
Johnston Panthers Pre-teen Football League
It's never too late to adopt one of Johnston's one-hundred or so
historical cemeteries. All you need to do is pick up trash, weed
whack grass and undergrowth, and cut and clear brush at least
once a year. Not only will you be helping to make your town
more attractive, you'll also be helping to preserve our heritage.
If you are interested, or know of someone who might be, please
contact the Johnston Historical Society at (401) 231-3380 or
info@johnstonhistorical.org, or Steve Merolla at (401) 9443412.

Myree Kibarian, Maria Pino, Ralph Florio, Louis McGowan, Shannon Tonelli
and Molly Galvin. Photo by Beth Hurd.

Speakers
Louis McGowan gave a slide presentation on some of the more
interesting objects in our museum collection at our June 24th
meeting.
On September 30th we had a presentation from Jim Ignasher of
the Smithfield Historical Society, author of Forgotten Tales of
Rhode Island and Remembering Smithfield: Sketches of Apple
Valley, on the lost Smithfield village of Hanton City.

JHS Annual Picnic
About twenty-five members and guests attended our annual
picnic held on August 30, 2009. It was a fun time with good
food and good company. A lively game of croquet was played
on the lawn around the house, and a few of us played
horseshoes. It was a nice old time get-together with family and
friends.

Freelance writer Tim Lehnert enlivened our October meeting
with a presentation about his recently published book, Rhode
Island 101. He spoke about how he went about compiling the
book and challenged us to identify some historic images.

Election of Officers
We were supposed to hold an society election in June, but we
forgot! We set about rectifying this at our September general
meeting when Liz Burch was appointed a one-woman

Grant Activity
In May we received a $100 grant from the Fidelity Charitable
Gift Fund, courtesy of Robin Smith.
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In September Christopher Martin secured another $500 from
the Harvard Pilgrim Foundation. We plan to use it to buy a
laser printer and supplies.

Our sincere thanks to all who have donated items for our
collections. Keep it coming!
Wish List
Following are a number of items we could make good use of:
 A microwave oven
 Display cases
 Display mannequins
 Any Johnston-related memorabilia

We have just been notified by the Champlin Foundations that
our grant request of $8,550 for exterior work on our two
museum properties in Graniteville was approved. Most of the
money will be used to rebuild the exterior staircase that our
tenant uses. The existing one is not up to code and really
needed to be replaced. We are also having some restoration
work done on the front of the Elijah Angell House and some
window work done on the barn.

Upcoming Events
Unless otherwise noted, all events take place at the Johnston
Historical Society Museum Barn, 101 Putnam Pike, Johnston,
and are free and open to the public.

Acquisitions
 Louis purchased a one-of-a-kind painting of Stuart's Plaza on
Hartford Avenue from when the plaza was new. This is
especially nice to have as the plaza will soon be redeveloped.
 A set of Johnston tax books spanning the years 1877 to 1902
was donated by George Deignault.
 Larry Pezza donated some early Providence postcards.
 The former Dartmouth Children's Museum in South
Dartmouth donated a tabletop butter churn and a penny
farthing bicycle. Thanks to member Kim Calcagno for
arranging that donation.
 Louis found an 1847 prayer book that had belonged to Elder
Ira Williams on eBay. Williams was pastor of the Baptist
Church in Graniteville and his home on Dean Avenue was
plaqued by our society. The church on Serrel Sweet Road
was not yet built in 1847, and the congregation was meeting
in private homes.
 A Rose Beverage Soda Company quart bottle, with soda still
inside, was donated by Richard Siembab.
 A few more items were donated to us by the family of
George Montagno, including his marriage certificate and
some inspection slips from his gas station.
 Jim Ignasher gifted us a mounted and framed set of five
Town of Johnston police patches.
 Ten display easels of various sizes were donated by
Christopher Martin and Kim Calcagno.
 A two-piece glass box, a souvenir of the April 8, 1993
Johnston High School sophomore semi-formal, was donated
by Christopher Martin.
 A sythe and a breaking plow were donated by Kim Calcagno.
 Anthony Ricci donated two digital picture frames which we
are already using to display digital slide shows.
 Charles Clapham's Purple Heart Medal with a beautiful
framed certificate, a World War I photo of him in his military
uniform, and his dog tags were all donated by his family.
 We purchased the 1806 will of Gideon Brown from a seller
who found us through our website.
 Mayor Joseph Polisena gave us a 1970 Johnston tax book.
 Alan Iemma gave us an old school desk and chair from Calef
School; a pulpit from the Holy Nativity Church, Thornton; a
1950s child's wicker doll carriage from Sarah Dyer Barnes
School; early indoor and outdoor electric bells from Calef
School; and other school-related memorabilia (including a
1962 plaque to the teachers at Calef School, a copy of the
personnel record of Anthony "Buffi" Ferri, and a 1970s 100
yard dash ribbon for school day track events).

December 2, 2009
General Meeting
7pm
Society Vice President Danny Brown will give a presentation
on U.S. first ladies.
December 4, 2009
Christmas Open House
6pm-9pm
Come in from the cold, traveler, and join the Johnston
Historical Society for candlelight, yuletide music, and
refreshments in their restored 1824 farmhouse. The adjacent
Johnston History Museum, housed in a replica post-and-beam
barn, will also be open. Free.
December 11, 2009
Victorian Christmas Party
7pm-10pm
400 Greenville Avenue, Johnston. Phil and Lori Lemoi
welcome JHS members and their guests to their home for a
celebration of the season. Please bring a finger food item.
Fancy hats and gloves, etc., optional.
December 31, 2009
New Year's Eve Party
6:30pm-10pm
Smith-Appleby House, 220 Stillwater Road, Smithfield.
Members and their guests are invited to ring in the new year
with a fun, relaxed supper at the historic Smith-Appleby
House. Menu includes hor d'ourves, soup, turkey, macaroni,
homemade desserts, and coffee. $15 per person; limited to 40
attendees. Call Kit Rhodes at (401) 231-7523 to reserve your
space.
January 27, 2010
General Meeting
7pm
In 1832, Sarah Cornell, an unmarried, pregnant mill-worker,
was found hanged in Tiverton, and a married Methodist
minister was subsequently charged with her murder. Rory
Raven, author of Wicked Conduct: The Murder of Sarah
Cornell, will speak about the murder and the two trials that
followed. Copies of the book will be available for purchase and
signing.
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February 24, 2010
General Meeting
7pm
Our speaker will be Joseph Waller from the Public Archeology
Lab, who will talk about the "Rediscovery of the Blanchard
Family Burial Ground."

meetings? Please drop us a line at info@johnstonhistorical.org
or leave a message at (401) 231-3380.

March 24, 2010
General Meeting
7pm
Our speaker will be member Rolf Johnson who will talk about
"The Work of the Wheelwright."

Answers to last issue's poser:
1) The view from the top of Cat Rocks, off Greenville Avenue.
2) Detail of a bas relief sculpture on the front of St. Robert
Bellarmine, Atwood Avenue.
3) Close-up of a decorative grating on the front of Johnston
Town Hall.

What the Heck is That?
A different look at some Johnston Landmarks
by Christopher Martin

April 28, 2010
General Meeting
7pm
Our speaker will be member Jim Lombari who will talk about
his hobby of collecting Hot Wheels cars and accessories.

Contribute To Our Newsletter!

May 26, 2010
General Meeting
7pm
Our speaker will be George Sutcliffe, a decorated World War II
pilot and longtime Graniteville resident who appeared in the
History Channel show Dogfights. He'll tell us a little bit about
his experiences flying a P-47 Thunderbolt.

We are always looking for articles for our newsletter. Naturally, we
would like pieces that have to do with the town's history, but if you
have an interest that ties in with history somehow, why not share it
with us? Maybe you collect old snuffboxes or old railroad material.
Maybe you have done some of your family history that others might
be interested in. Maybe you would like to talk about the old days in
Johnston. Wouldn't it be fun to share your knowledge! You do not
have to be a great writer to put together an article. None of us are great
literary figures. If you need help though, one of us would be glad to
assist you.

June 30, 2010
General Meeting
7pm
For our presentation this evening, the multitalented Fred
Mikkelsen will give a blacksmithing exhibition.

We think that it will make for a much better newsletter if others
contribute pieces that they have written. Remember, your
reminiscences about the old days in Johnston will become valuable
pieces of our town's history. But if you do not get them down on
paper, they will be lost forever. We should make sure that future
generations know what went on in times past.

Do you have a suggestion for a future speaker? Or do you
yourself have a topic you'd like to present at one of our

Next newsletter deadline: March 15, 2010.
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Annual Dues
Our Executive Board
President: Louis McGowan
Vice-President: Dan Brown
Treasurer: Joe Jamroz
Recording Secretary: Evelyn Beaumier
Corresponding Secretary: Christopher Martin
Trustee: Bel McGowan
Trustee: Rolf Johnson
Trustee: John Barattini
Trustee: Kit Rhodes

Have you paid your 2009 dues yet? It's that time
again. Your dues help us to operate. The price of a
single membership is only $15; a family membership
is only $20. Wotta bargain! So once more, please pay
your 2009 dues. Send us a check today!

Our Executive Board meets at 7pm in the Museum
building, 101 Putnam Pike, on the second to the last
Wednesday of each month, September through June
(except December). All are welcome to attend.

Renewal Single ($15) _____
Family ($20) ____

Name: _____________________________________
Address: ___________________________________
___________________________________________

New

General Meetings are held at 7pm the last Wednesday of
each month, September through June (no December
meeting. We hold our Holiday Party that month). The
meetings are held in the Museum Building.

Single ($15) _____
Family ($20) _____

Don't forget -- your donations to the Johnston
Historical Society can be deducted from your taxes.
We are registered with the Federal Government as a
non-profit organization.

Our phone number is: (401) 231-3380
Our website address is: www.JohnstonHistorical.org
Our email address is: Info@JohnstonHistorical.org

JOHNSTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
101 PUTNAM PIKE
JOHNSTON, RHODE ISLAND 02919
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